





THE FIGHTING PAPER FOR WORKING CLASS YOUTH 


THE HIDDEN HAND OF 
LOYALIST KILLER 














This man is a commander of the Ulster Defence Association, the biggest of the Loyalist paramilitary groups. The UDA. together with 
groups like the UFF, LVF and UVF, carry out indiscriminate killings of Catholics in the North of Ireland. They have close links with 
racist and far-right movements and with the security services of the British state. They are fighting to keep Northern Iretanc as 4 
Protestant state that discriminates against Catholics in jobs, housing and basic rignts. They use religion and bling pre; uagice to 
irish people as a whole exercising their rignt to a united and indeoendent country. They depend on murder and the Sritisn Army os 
ion to keep their statelet intact - a statelet wnose borders were drawn oy the British in 1921 with the soie intention of keeping Catnour:: 
and Irish nationalists as a minority. | 

3enind the hype about the peace process, Mo Mowlam and Tony Slair are trying to oersuade Sinn Fein and the IRA to aivée uo ins * 
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‘or a united Ireland. This would leave the Catholics as second-ciass citizens, which is exactly wnat the Loyalist death squacs vant 
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ACTION 
UPDATE — 


South west students stage anti-BP protest 


HEATRE STUDENTS AT Plymouth 

University took to the stage in late 
December to highlight the struggle of 
Colombian oil workers against Oil 
multinationals like BP and the death 
squads that protect their oil fields. A 
REVOLUTION supporter in Exeter 
invited Freddy Pulecio, a Colombian trade 
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unionist, to work with drama students 


and after two days of hard work, put on a 
play at Plymouth University to an 
audience of 120. 

The students are now demanding their 
student union support the Campaign 
against BP in Colombia and the students 
themselves are planning to organise a tour 





London geis 


-continuing with the Respect at 


of their play to other universities in the 
country around June 1998. This excel 
initiative shows how much support can P 
built for the struggle against companies lik. 
BP who think they can get away 
murdering people and polluting 

For more info about the tour 
337 0388. 
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on top of BP 


HRISTMAS WAS coming up. ans 
London REVOLUTION realised thi 
we hadn't harassed BP tor over e month 
We couldn't have that so in mid-Decombe: 
we did the BP service station in Caniden 

Three of us arrived early. got onto 
roof of the service station. 
those big ledge-things they've gor ov 
pumps and unfurled the Coalition banne!- 
This meant that all the 
could see and honk. 

The rest of us arrived. 
to cars coming into the station 
drivers rolled down thet nm windows 
what as gogng. on. anda ered. hes 
outrageous what BP Were. dluing ALI AN <1) 
a good: énd. to 1997's “Ca pasa ay edie an. ae 
funding of Colombian deathsquad=. ie 
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in Londait Hea 
Campaign, organising voung workers 1 
bars, restaurants. cinemas. and <hop- 
the West End of London in the fight to 
better wages and conditions. 
REVOLUTION at Pimlico schvo! ha- 
already 
legalisation of cannabis and an end | 
victimising youth for drugs. Next week 
will be running a socialist film series 
starting with Ken Loach’s film Land anc 
Freedom, an inspiring 
Spanish Civil War. 
Expect to see us everv Sunday at Cama 
selling the latest issue of REVOLUTIO' 
Give us a call and find out whats goie 
— 0171 357 0388. 
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LEGALISE CANNABIS 


ACK STRAW, Labour’s Home Secretary, 

must have got the shock of his life when 
he discovered that his son William had 
been caught ‘dealing’ cannabis to an 
undercover Mirror journalist. 

The journalist set William up. She flirted 
with him asking if he could get any hash. 
He didn’t have any but got some for her off 
a friend. Under Britain’s insane laws that 
counts as ‘dealing’. Like the low down 
scum she obviously is, the journalist repaid 
his trust by grassing him up for a front- 
page story. 

Jack Straw experienced first hand what 
most parents already know - that millions 
of young people smoke cannabis. William is 
no different. This in itself is not ruining 
either his life or his family’s. But the fact 
that his name has been plastered all over 


by Kirstie, Battersea 

the tabloids and that he was cautioned for 
selling a poxy £10 of hash is more likely to 
do serious damage to his sanity. For the rest 
of us, especially if you’re black, the police 
and the courts are unlikely to be so lenient. 
In reality the laws on drugs and the new 
police powers to stop and search anyone 
under suspicion of possession of drugs is 
used daily to harass youth. 

The recent media hype has exposed the 
hypocrisy of Jack Straw’s policy of blaming 
parents for the ‘crimes’ of their children. 
Mr Straw has suggested ‘parenting lessons’. 
These are just a patronising suggestion by 
middle class snobs that ordinary people 
don’t know how to bring up their children. 
It is a way of blaming working class parents 
for the real causes of crime - boredom, 


penaretetereretat es 


poverty, unemployment. It wont be made 
to apply to people like Jack Straw. 

However, the real issue is this: Should 
people be criminalised for using cannabis? 

Revolution says NO. 

Research reveals that cannabis is les- 
toxic than alcohol and tobacco. Jack Straw 
and the Labour party are quite prepared 1 
receive £1 million from Bernie Ecclestone 
as a bribe to leave tobacco advertising in 
Formula One racing. This means Blair is 
backed by drug money. Tobacco is a drug - 
it kills over 100,000 people a vear. This is 
100,000 more than are killed by cannabis 
for which the death rate is a ‘dangerous’ 
zero. Yet Straw peddles lies abou: 
cannabis so he can continue to use these 
outdated laws to turn young people into 
criminals. 


S Jack Straw’s new Crime Bill Will make parents 
responsible for the crimes of their children.” 
Under his new rules, REVOLUTION hereby sentences 


him to 1,000 hours of parenting classes and a 6pm 


curfew. 





What REVOLUTION thinks 


yale) Mibale) MCU MEV) me Meee me ee 
Hundreds and thousands are being criminalised for just using 
this relatively harmless drug. We want access to accurate 
information about cannabis and other drugs so that young 
Hing ar aih Ni people can make informed choices. We should be demanding 
that Jack Straw funds research into cannabis. If the 
production and distribution of cannabis was under a state 
monopoly with controlled prices this would undermine the 
gangsterism and criminal activity that feeds on its illegality. 

A government that really put people before dealers would 
confiscate the breweries, pharmaceutical and tobacco 
companies - the biggest drug dealers of all - and use their 
super profits to put money where it is needed. 


neers 
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Britain has brought forward new proposals for a settlement in 
Northern Ireland that all sides are going to sit down and 
discuss. These include a new assembly in the North, and a 
Council of the Isles including Britain and Ireland. The effect of 
this would be to leave Britain closely tied in to Irish affairs. 

But Ireland has been suffering from British domination for 
centuries. The Northern Ireland state is a creation of the British, 
who drew its borders with the sole intention of creating an 


DMUND TREANOR WENT to celebrate 

New Years Eve with his girlfriend at the 
Clifton Tavern in the predominantly 
Catholic area of North Belfast. However, he 
was never to see in the New Year after 
being blasted by Loyalist gunmen who had 
entered the bar and indiscriminately 
opened fire. 

Neither Edmund Treanor or any of the 
other six who were wounded had any 
connection with Republican organisations. 

The attack on the Clifton Tavern was 
carried out simply because it was a Catholic 
bar, and it followed the earlier shooting of 
Seamus Dillon in Dungannon. 

These attacks were in revenge for the 
execution, by Irish Nationalists, of Billy 
Wright. He was leader of the Loyalist 
Volunteer Force(LVF), one of the most brutal 
loyalist groups and had earned himself the 
nickname of “King Rat” in the Protestant 
papers. He gained notoriety in the early 
1990’s by ordering the sectarian killings of at 
least 3 dozen Catholics whilst in another 
loyalist paramilitary group: the Ulster 
Volunteer Force(UVF). In 1996 Wright was 
responsible for the slaying of taxi driver 
William McGoldrick at the time of the 
bigoted Orange parade in Drumcree. He was 
expelled from the UVF shortly afterwards. 


New Year’s murder 

Evidence indicates that the LVF acted in 
collaboration with the Ulster Defence 
Association(UDA) in the Clifton Tavern 
shooting. Despite their denials they took 
out memorial notices shortly after his death 
describing him as a “true loyalist”. 

The UDA and the UVF are both still 
represented at the Stormont talks. The UVF 
representative Billy Hutchinson, who likes 
to describe himself as a ‘socialist’, was 
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Who are the Ulster L 


by Kuldip, Acton 


responsible for the murder of an SDLP 
councillor and his Protestant sirlfriend 
whose only ‘crime’ was to dare to mix with 
each other. Hutchinson and his comrades 
slashed off the woman’s breasts in an orgy 
of violence. 

Mainstream Unionist politicians will use 
the recent deaths to ensure the so called 
peace process leads to no significant 
concessions for the nationalists, because 
they know that the threat of indiscriminate 
Loyalist terror will enable them to maintain 
the Protestant veto over the future of the 
six counties. 

In fact the Unionist leaders. despite 
publicly claiming to be non-violent have not 
shied away from associating with the 
paramilitaries. Billy McCrea of Ian Paisley’s 
DUP, who was then MP for mid-Ulster 
shared a platform in support of Wright in 
1996 after he was accused of the taxi 
murder, and David Trimble, the UUP leader 
met with him for secret talks at the time of 
stand-off over the Drumcree parade. 

The British media and liberals in general 
like to portray the indiscriminate loyalist 
slaughter of innocent Catholics and the 
armed Republican struggle as one and the 
same thing. But whereas the Loyalist thugs 
are fighting to defend and maintain the 
Protestant privilege which has existed for 
more than 75 years in their sectarian 
statelet. The Republicans are fighting to 
break free from Imperialist rule. 

As Marxists say: “Fighting does not make 
you as bad as your enemy. The real question 
is what you are fighting for. “ 

For example if a slave owner uses 
violence to put a person in chains, and if 
the slave later uses violence to break the 
chains and get free of the master, who but 
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artificial majority in favour of remaining part of Britain. 
Meanwhile inside Northern lreland the Catholic communities 
who oppose British rule are treated like second class citizens - 
fewer jobs, worse housing, biased policing. 

That is why REVOLUTION says there can be no lasting peace 
under British rule. We support the struggle to get British troops 
out of Ireland and for a Socialist United Ireland under the contro! 
of the working class. 


the worst of hypocrites can pui then 
on their hearts and declare both 
as each other? 
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State Terror 

The fear that has gripped North. 
Ireland’s nationalist communities has or 
again given the British an excus, 
troops back on to the streets 
provinces. But 30 vears of bitter experier 
has shown that rather than protecune 1 
basic rights of the Catholic population +» 
military occupation can only serv, 
defend the 
Nationalist resistance as it did 
Sunday in 1972 

Socialist’s everywhere must support th. 
Nationalists in their struggle against th 
Loyalist. thugs. In the 19th century. Ka: 
Marx demanded separation tor Irelan 
from Britain. He believed that Brits 
workers’ internationalism would remain 


sectarian <statelet fro 


on Blood 


hypocritical phrase if thev did not supp 
separation for Ireland. 

This still applies 
REVOLUTION supports the strugele 
Nationalists in Ireland and believes in th 
right of self determination for the whole « 
the Irish people across the 32 counties. 

However to achieve this a mass campur 
of opposition to British Imperialism 
require. To defend against Lovalist tern. 
organised self defence is necessary. We ci 
not believe that the defence of Nationalis: 
areas should be left to organisations such «- 
the IRA and the INLA who operate as eli 
bands of guerrilla fighters. They should pu: 
their weapons at the disposal of. and uncle: 
the control of the Nationalist communii\ 
Ultimately the IRA and the INLA cunne' 
deliver victory, only working class peop. 
themselves can achieve that. 


today. rom a 





TELL US ABOUT ‘CARING AND RESPONSIBILITY’, TONY... 


Blair to rob the disabled! - 


ISABLED PEOPLE vet treated like shit 
in this society. If you have difficulty 
walking, hearing, seeing or talking then the 
system puts even more obstacles in your 
path. 

Under the Tories cuts in spending meant 
fewer projects and less help for disabled 
people. 

Now Labours Social security minister 
Harriet Harman is planning to cut their 
benefits, when 65% of disabled people 
already live below the poverty line. She has 
got the nerve to claim that this will ‘help’. 

Harman says she wants to help disabled 
people get work. So why not create new 
jobs and pass a law to stop employers 
discriminating against didsabled people? 
There are millions of things that could be 
done by the disabled if the jobs were 
there. 

But that would cost money. Taxing Blair 
and Harmans rich mates in the city would 
provide this, but instead they want to take 
the money off the most vulnerable. A 





Starving single mothers into work — 


ABOUR ARE SAYING they will sort out 
hild povery through work not welfare. 
Roughly translated this means that they will 
slash single parents benefits and bully them 
into accepting low paid jobs. They are 
saying that the money saved by these cuts 
will help pay for after school clubs so single 
parents will be able to work. 

The problem with this is that you'll still 
have to pay for this service and will be no 
better off than you were on benefits. When 
you consider this it is hardly surprising that 
many single parents are reluctant to return 
to work.If the government really wanted to 
help single parents it would introduce free 
child care and a minimum wage of £6 an 
hour and then they could afford to choose 
to go back to work. 

Instead, with these cuts, single 
parents will lose between £5 and £10 a 
week, more if they are working. “ Why all 
the fuss about £5-£10” says Labour MP 
Harriet Harmen (with her £80,000 a year 
pay packet). Single parent of four children 
Christina gave me her views on this 
comment, and also talked about the 
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leaked government memo says “a high 
proportion of necessary savings will have to 
come from benefits paid to sick and 
disabled people.” This means they want to 
starve disabled people into work ... even if 
the jobs aren’t there! 

Six and a half million disabled people get 
benefits. To the yuppie scum of New 
Labour this just means a ‘waste’ of money. 
Since May over 20,000 disabled people 
have had their benefit cut by up to £90 
week! They have even brought in spies to 
check up on disabled people. This is set to 
get much worse... . unless we all take 
action to stop it! 

The Disabled Peoples’s Direct Action 
Network (DAN) has thrown itself into 
struggle to stop this disgrace. Their 
members have a recrord of brave actions 
like chaining themsleves to buses in the 
fight for access to transport and smearing 
red paint on the street outside Downing 
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difficulties of being a single parent on 
“Denefits. 


“ If I work this cut out as a 
percentage of the benefits I receive per 
week it is about 10%. Then work out 10% 


of Harriet Harmen’s wages and ask her 





“What's £8000”. The cut is a lot of money 
when you get such a small amount already, 
you don’t have a clue until you’ve lived on 
£5000 a year. 

I chose to leave my (low paid) job 
because I couldn’t do both parenting and 


Street in protest at the new moves. 

Everyone — diabled or able bodied - 
should oppose these cuts and fight for « 
civilised socialist society where no-one lives 
in priviliege and no-one lives in poverty. 
world run on the principle “trom each 
according to their ability. to each according 
to their needs”. 


REVOLUTION stands for: 

@ jobs for all at £6 an hour minimum 
wage 

@ work or full pay- benefits at level ou! 
minimum wage 

@ end all discrimination against the 
disabled 

@ for acess for disabled people to alli 
buildings, shops and transport 

@ support the direct action taken by 
disabled militants 

@ access conversion of existing barriers 
and new projects in housing. shop. 
municipal buildings and transport funded 
by a tax on the rich.° 


work perfectly (this wasn't helped by th. 
fact I couldn't afford child care) and it wa- 
more important to me to be a full-tim. 
parent, it was sending me crazy Uving tc 
bring up children and work. 

The government suggests that it I> 
best for children to have a tull time parent. 
until it comes to finance. People on Income 
Support are sick of lunding the 
government's deficit problems. 

Single parents should have the choice 
to go to work or be full time parents il they 
wish, at the moment they don't have 
choice to do either. if they want to survive 
Annie Oliver from the Single Parent- 
Action Network. SPAN. sums up the real 
reasons for attacks on benetits. 

“The governments attack is a two 
pronged thing. [ts Gordon Brown provine 
to the city that he’s a tough iilan. anc 
there's a moral agenda that no-one’ talking 
about. They just don’t like lone parents’. 

The Labour government is pri 
‘family’ and these cuts seem to be jusi 
another prejudiced attack on people whi 
don’t conform to their ‘family’ ideals. 
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STUDENTS AND YOUNG WORKERS 


Stand up for 


THE LABOUR MARKET facing all young people out there is crap. Because there’s few unions and high 
turnovers of staff, wages are low. Working conditions are bad, often dangerous. Harassment and even 
violence are rife. These are the jobs that students are forced into. 

A million students are working now, on top of our studies. We have to —- with grants being cut back. 
students need to work more and more just to meet their basic living costs, like food and rent. 

If the Labour government succeeds in imposing tuition fees and abolishing the grant these pressures, and 
the trend in student working, will shoot up. 

So it’s handy that the GMB, one of the biggest unions in Britain, has come up with a pocket guide to tell 
you what your rights are. There’s some good tips in it (see below). But what comes across is how few rights 
we've got. Andy from Peckham explains the law and how to fight back. 














crap wages for young workers : 
Scottish & Newcastle bar staff: £3.06/hr. | 
BHS sales assistant: £3.56/hr. | 
HMV records cashier: £3.80/hr. 
Warner Village floorstaff: £4/hr. 

























ir boss: ca eHeve ts Fas iE: t your contract, but = dismissal OF redundancy. This red Hy 


5 TIPS FROM THE GMB “GUIDE FOR THE WORKING STUDENT” i oe 

®Part-time workers (the vast majority of students) have the same statutory RE She oe ; & & 2 itt 
rights as full-time workers. : Pe en 

@Tips are important to many of us in bars or restaurants, and how many of us 
know that, as long as a customer's tip is in cash, not credit, the boss can’t take any 
of it legally- if this happens in your workplace, you should get in touch with a 
union, and always ask customers to tip in cash and explain why to them. 

@[f{ money goes missing out of the till, the boss has to have said in your contract 
that it comes out of your pay, otherwise they can’t deduct it. 

@®\VDU-users are entitled to free eye-tests and the employer must pay for i 
glasses/contact lenses/telescopes if you need one. Pai oe owe Os 

@They also warn you about cash in hand. This hypocritical practice, which the 2 Ps oe 
GMB rightly calls “employer-led fraud” and which is an illegal contract, affects 1 out 
of 3 working students. The employers dodge taxes and NHS contributions, while we 
won't be able to enforce many of our legal rights. You can turn the tables and screw eS 33. 
‘em if you can get them on tape and nip down to the local tax office. 


é 
Mette 
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YOUR BASIC RIGHTS 


Why you should get 


active in your union 


O HOW CAN we get our rights? First of 

all we have to get into our union. At 
least if we join as an individual we can find 
out what our rights are and get help in 
enforcing the few that we've got. 

But standing on the law is nowhere near 
enough. The GMB’s guide is typical of the 
approach of the bureaucrats running our 
unions, not devoting serious resources to 
organising but publishing nice glossy 
pamphlets saying join the union, call us if 
you need help, as if they were the AA. This 
passive, approach where 
members pay the union for legal services 
isn’t enough, we need to get active in 
changing things where we work. 


consumer 


management bullying, we’re going to have 
to get organised where we work. 

That way we can turn around the culture 
where we work - people don’t let things 
slide anymore, but start asserting their 
rights, and instead of us bickering about 
stuff like “you're late and I had to do your 
job” while the manager or boss sits back 
and smiles, we start taking on the real 
issues like why there aren’t enough staff or 
people aren't paid enough to bother 
showing up and start uniting together to 


take on the real cause of our problems. our 


boss. 
Temps, students, part-timers. we all need 
to be in a union. 


AT WORK 


o WHAT BASIC rights do vou h 


up to two years? 


1) no unlawful deductions trom wage> 
(cash tips, not paying you hours vou 


worked etc.) 


2) you can't be dismiss 


health and safety issues 


calling a health and satety 


etc. Loe preenency, fo 


ed legally fc 


(complaining 


lt trade 


states sai (not too many a 


see below) 


inspectorate 


unton 


’ 
cea 


3) you can’t be discriminated agains! 
on the grounds of sex or race 
4) Europe says you should get equal 
pay for work of equal value 


5) you must receive a 


Written payslip 


detailing deductions by first pav date. 

6) you must receive a written contrac! 
= within the first 2 months of work (even i 
you haven't as long as you've been hires 
for paid work there's 
verbally-agreed terms (pay-ratc 
etc.) have the same | 

All of these have 35-month time 
for you to complain to an Indusirici 
tribunal. SRE , 

So don’t delay: get on th 
union if you’re affected by any ol th: 
above and get the union to help vou. 


There's no alternative to strong, fighting 
union organisation. What legal rights we do 
have will only be enforced if we've got 
organisation on the ground to take those 
laws into our workplaces. And if we're 
going to start pushing up wages, getting 
better hours, achieving better conditions 
and putting a stop to harassment and 


a contract and th. 
‘- lary 
egal status! 


liiits 


spe 
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UNIONS AND THE FIGHT 
FOR FREE EDUCATION 


e phone te 





WHAT REVO FIGHTS FOR 


Revo members have experience in organising drives in the GMB and in the 
T&G, which is running one called “Respect at Work” in different areas of 
London like Covent Garden. So give us a call and find out what you can do to 
get organised where you work or how to get involved in the Respect drive, 
REVOLUTION stands for: 
@ £6 an hour minimum wage regardless of age 





outing sudeate to Be th UT ric ns 
would be to take a militant lead in ‘the: 
fight to defend our ara to. a free 


@ Employment protection from day one ~— scrap the 2 years rule 
@ Jobs for all - share out all the available work between all available to do. 


it, with no loss of pay 

@ Massive recruitment campaign to join young workers up to the 1 unions 

@ Union leaders to be elected, recallable, and paid the average wage of the: 
workers they represent 

@ Strikes and occupations against pay freezes and job cuts 
Ring REVOLUTION on 0171 357 0388 and find out your rights! 


unions, organise a taside | our Spaniel 
and outside them in organising drives, 
but we'll also need to fight in the unions 
so we can create oreess Ges that we e 
can use to fight back. ee 
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hool strikes sweep Italy 


Italian.school students 
speak out! 


What are you fighting for? 

Maria Rocca. 16: “More democracy and 
more funds to state schools. Sponsors ou! 
of our schools.” 

Giampaolo Boccardo. 20: “more active 
student participation in running cur 
schools.” 

What form have the protests taken? 
Adolfo Cicconi. 18: ~All kinds 
protests in which students and teacher 

join together.” 

Giampaolo Boccardo: “Marches anc 
occupations. All sorts of ‘visible’ protest 
You have to be seen in order to be heard 
We were 30,000 people in Rome las 
November.” 

Marco. 17: “We occupied our school fur 
two weeks .. .We organised debates anc 
started a monthly paper. We organised 
ourselves and consulted with the 
representatives of other schools and 
managing to occupy 
simultaneously.” 


schovul- 












private greed. 

We fightto link up struggles and unite 
campaigns across the borders. aligning 
ourselves with the growing fightback of the 


funding for all state schools and universties 
based on taxing the rich. Schools and 
universities should be run by democratic 
commitees of students, teachers and 


HE ITALIAN YOUTH have shown that 
school students can organise against 
privileged private education and that the idea 
of democracy in the schools can win massive 




























support. 















By Hauke, a German student in London 
Hundreds of thousands out on the streets... 
People taking out their rage... Protests, 
marches, and strikes. 

Sounds to good to be true? 

Well. students in Germany have just 
staged their first decent demonstrations in 
at least a decade. They were prompted by 
further funding cutbacks for universities, 
which can already hardly cope with the 
number of students enrolling, together with 
a new higher education policy aimed at 
enlarging private industries’ influence in 
education. lower grants, and a plan to 
introduce tuition fees. | 

By early December, over a hundred 
universities had been on strike, access to 
buildings had been blocked and buildings 
themselves have been occupied - hardly any 
lectures have taken place. 30,000 students 
marched on Bonn and tried to storm 
Chancellor Kohl's official residence, 


SA REVOITUTION O 


REVOLUTION fights for the scrapping of all 
private education, for a massive expansion of 


ban eer : 


parents. 
We oppose education systems having the 
sole aim of producing skills exploitable for 


battling with riot police that dared to stand 
in their way. 

Their main demandsare better funding of 
universities, no tuition fees. higher living 
allowances. But they aim to make university 
education more efficient and degrees more 
job-oriented - to improve graduates’ 
prospects in the job market. This is why the 
head of the Association of German Industry 
and politicians of all parties have applauded 
the students for their courage to raise such 
radical demands. 

Their demands to be trimmed fit for 
the market more effectively, their 
clinging to the myth of a glittering career 
has been one of the factors that has 
largely prevented students showing 
solidarity with other social campaigns. 
Unlike the French students who 
spontaneously supported the industrial 
workers strike in 1995. the German 
students have largely not got involved in 





European working class. That way we can 
build a socialist education system that meets 
human need, not private greed. 














backing other workers. In turn. they hav. 
largely failed to win concrete Supper! 
apart from verbal declaration: 
solidarity. This is a similar situation | 
Britain. 

The problem is that the student 
movement - whose leaders. 
supporters of the social-demvecrats (the 
German Labour Party) and the middle clas- 
Greens, have no real alternative to the 
agenda of big business - is nol vei 
challenging the idea that education is al 
about the market and careers. This mar 
explain the partly hypocritical approach « 
the ruling elites towards the strikes. 

There needs to be a discussion ahour th. 
content of education and the function © 
education as a whole. The debate must nu 
be restricted to funding modalities bu’ 
should also focus on who controls educutior 
and what we learn. how we learn it and t 


mains 


what ends we apply our knowledge. 





Algerian government Kills its own people! 


CAMPAIGN OF organised murder in 
Algerian villages has claimed the lives 
of over 2.000 people since July. Until now it 
has been blamed on the opposition Armed 
Islamist Groups (GIA) and other Islamic 
factions. 
Now the Observer has provided damning 
evidence that the massacres have in fact 


been carried out by the Ninja — slang for 
the Algerian junta’s notorious police force. 
An interview with a ninja trooper revealed 
the truth behind the government's lies: 

“The Securite Militaire (military police) 
went in and came out after a time ... After 
they had gone we went in to clear the place 
up. There were about 16 bodies. two 


Kurdish refugees left to rot 


he Kurds are a nation that is 

denied the right to its own state. 
The Turkish government refuses 
even to recognise that they exist! 
They persecute the Kurds, who have 
been fighting back for decades. 

Now European governments - 
who are keen to back the right- 
wing Turkish government - are 
trying to stop Kurds claiming 
asylum in other countries. As soon 
as 1,200 Kurds arrived in Italy in 
early January, seeking political 


The system Is 


NLY A FEW weeks ago the 
Capitalists were using the example 
of Korea, Thailand and Indonesia of 
proof of how the free market can bring 


prosperity, growth and success all over 


the world. 

Oops! The “Asian Tigers” are now 
in a deep crisis. Their currencies and 
share prices are plummeting, and 
the ‘economic stability’ of these 
countries is collapsing in a domino 
effect as one after the other falls into 


asylum, France, Germany, Austria 
and others put more troops on their 
borders. France and Germany are 
trying their hardest to tighten all 
European immigration controls. 
With Britain at the head of the EU 
this year, Blair is set to follow suit. 

Youth across Europe must demand 
an end to these racist controls and 
support the Kurds’ right to 
determine their own future. Let’s 
tell the EU leaders: refugees are 
welcome here! 


collapsing... 


financial chaos. 

Thai bank workers took to the streets 
in protest. South Korean workers look 
set to renew last year’s wave of 
strikes. 

Pressure in mounting on Indonesian 
dictator Suharto to resign. Even once 
mighty Japan has seen its stock 
market tumble. - 

Looks like the “Asian Tigers” might 
soon be a good example to follow 
after all ... the example of revolution! 




















families. ] saw with my own eves dead mer 
women and children all with their throw 
slit.” 


The Algerian Government is murderin. 


its own civilians. This shows th. 


desperation to discredit all resistance . 
intimidate growing opposition {freon 
workers and peasants. 


Shock horror! This young woman. hu 
stud in her nose! 

Tara Le Santo. 14. however ha: 
banned by her headmaster. He saves thi 
she should not be allowed to gu 


byeny 


beic t 
her school in Brig, Lincolnshire. unui si 
has the stud removed. 

She has decided to run a campuien 
the Internet against stupid buns 
school] students. More power tw her! 

But A.N. Wilson of the Evens) 
Standard disagrees. He wrote thar j- 
year-olds should not have rights at all. 1 
even dared to liken her to another gro 
of 14-vear-olds - the ones who kil) 
headmaster Philip Lawrence! 

On mature reflection we reply tw \| 
Wilson on behalf of schoo! studen: 
everywhere: grow up you fucking Wwwat! 
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Messages HELD OUR (first 
conference in central London on the 
weekend of 22-23 November. 40 people 
attended. There were groups and individual 
activists from London, Manchester, 
Coventry, Exeter, Oxford and Stoke. There 
was a good number of school students 
there, particularly from Pimlico 
comprehensive in London, and quite a few 
young workers, including several from the 
retail and catering industries who are 
involved in unionising their workplaces. 
University students from Middlesex, 
Warwick, King’s and Manchester also took 
part, as did observers from Argentina, 
Colombia and from our sister paper 
REVOLUTION in France. 

The aim of the conference | was to 


GoOdnOuo 
ees 


the policies and we Ai; 
in full. When there 
opinion we voted with 
decisions being adopted as p 
the Labour Party and the. 

conferences there were no buréauer. 
tricks to stop people putting alterna 
views. 


Ce RS 


Revolution not reformism 
The first debate that we had recg 


is only possible through smas ‘ ‘ 
capitalist state with a workers’ revol 3 
We also realised that we have ¢¢ 
together the struggles of today. 
fight for socialism, in order to wit 
needs. 
specific issues. 

A discussion on organisim 
workers focused on practical issues of how 
to build a union, and also how to take 
control of the unions away from the 
bureaucrats who run them at the moment. 
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We want to recruit the young and less 

organised workers to revitalise the unions. 
On the issue of drugs, we discussed the 

hypocrisy of the dru ‘Jaws and agreed that 


































s and will take 
.f gangsters, 


atives to 
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self- Betence against loyalist thugs and 


turning the war into one for socialism 
throughout the whole of Ireland. 


Sexism and sexual liberation 
On sexism and sexual liberation the 
debate looked at the oppression of women 


EVOLUTION conference | 


MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 


and the role women play in the tamily anc 
in the workplace. as well as their under- 
representation in most organisations. Ther. 
was also a debate about incest laws und 
whether we need an age ol consent. 

The sharpest discussion was on ih, 
environment. Differences emerged | 
whether the world is over-populated 
whether we should oppose roads and cur> 
and on whether nuclear power station: 
should be shut down. The debate will b. 
continued in the pages of REVOLUTIO' 
Write in with your views. 


Campaigning for a free education 

One of the final discussions on schovl- 
and colleges raised the need to unite all th. 
different campaigns for free education. Thi: 
till enable a strong attack against th 


CSS De 


Slombian death 


school strikes. 


puncil of nine members | 
work of our local group: 






: absence of other sociaiis! 
youth groups and the failure of left croups 1 
come up with coherent socialist politic. 
Revolution is the only independen 
revolutionary youth group todav. So. if vou! 

not already a member, now is the time to join’ 
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For cars 


by Adam, Coventry 


APITALISM IS A system of production that puts the greed of 

the minority above the needs of millions. This means that the 
immediate concerns of bosses come before the long-term future 
of the planet. We can see this on a daily basis, with 
environmental problems, when we go out into the streets of the 
cities. The urban areas are very polluted and over-crowded, with 
poor housing and bad city planning. The rural areas also suffer 
from certain environmental problems but these are not at the 
same level as the cities. 

Because our cities are so full of people and space for 
workplaces has to be found. there are often great distances 
between home and work. This means that workers have to find 
some means of transport — often 
the car. The long traffic queues 
at peak times - which are the 
times people are going to and 
from work — show that most 
people use cars for getting to 
work rather than for leisure. 
This means that stopping 
workers using their cars right 
now, or putting a stop on all 
road improvements, even the 
building or widening of new 
roads, is wrong. This would 
create big problems for people 
trying to get to work. 

Of course. all of this deals 
with the government and the 
system that we have at the 
moment: a capitalist system. 
What revolutionary socialists 
should be campaigning for is a 
better and cheaper provision of 
public transport. This will need 
to be under workers control, so 
that the prices are decent and so 
that there are proper bus and 
train services — whether they are 
going to make a profit or not. 
But because we are unlikely to 
win all of our demands 
immediately, it would be wrong 
to ban cars and roads at the 
“moment: 22.2. 

Another’ environmental 
problem is the burning of fossil 
fuels and the “possible 
catastrophes of nuclear power. 
This is why we need working-class controlled investigations into 
these practices and into safer alternatives to fossil fuels and 
nuclear power. We understand that nuclear disasters can happen. 
but the best people to carry out enquiries are the people who are 
working there and know the managements’ tricks for saving 
money and cutting safety. 

And what would happen if we ban all nuclear power stations 
(and even, all burning of fossil fuels as some environmentalists 
call for)? Some countries would not even have enough energy to 
keep open all their public services, like schools and hospitals. 
France, for instance. uses nuclear power for 75% of its total 
energy. 

But socialists don’t call for the scrapping of all technology 
and industrial production. Revolutionaries want to take what's 
best from capitalism — like advanced and energy-efficient 
technology -— and then make it even safer, cheaper and more 
accessible. To do this, we have to go beyond the limits of 
capitalism and place the working class in control — of factories, 
science and all planning. It is only the working class which has 
the aim of saving the environment for today and for all future 
generations of humanity. 
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- Against cars 


by Max, Manchester 


UR ADOPTED POLICY on the environment includes a section > 

‘Towns and Cities’. It recognises that by 2025 there will be over 
billion cars world-wide. It does not however clearly state whether this i: 
a good or a bad thing. It implies that this has a detrimental effect on the 
environment, but only in the context of ‘recognising the tremendous 
benefits brought about by the car’. 

Revolution’s programme on the environment says that ‘somerhine 
must be done’ about cars, but follows this bold statement with nothin- 
about the building of more cars and the roads that they need. This 
wrong and looks as if we are avoiding the issue. 

Do we or don't we support building roads and producing more cars 
This is a question that Revolution members and supporters should be 
asking themselves. With the rise tn anti-roac 
protests, and the famous ‘stop runway two fignt ir 
Manchester, this is certainly a question we need to be 
clear on. 

Mintegration and Regulation of public transport 

| am in complete agreement with our position or 
integrating our public transport system. nationalising 
the railways and regulating the buses. These are 
necessary now to provide a cheap, accessibie, anc 
comprehensive transport system. But this should be 
said in the context of aiming to help to discourages 
Car use. 

In the same light, we should be taking a clear position 
on the building of roads and motorways. as weil 1° 
the production of yet more cars themselves. V/« 
should be boldly stating that cars are an uneconcm):- 
system of transport, and are environment! 
unsound. Therefore, in principle, we are against =m 
building of more roads and against the continus 
creation of newer (and yet more expensive) cars 
MNationalisation under workers control 

The car industries should be nationalised and piacec 
under the control of the factory workers 
compensation for the parasitic bosses for tn= 
inevitable losses from this change of hands. 4 
nationalised car industry, with production levsi: 
integrated into a larger transport plan. would on. 
produce cars that genuinely are needed. 

The continual building of roads and motorway 
should be ridiculed by revolutionaries as unnecessar 
and environmentally destructive. We recognise tn- 
benefits of modern transport, but most peopi+ 
already reap these gains. ~~ 

BWorkers’ Enquiry coupes 

If certain new roads are absolutely necessary. 
whatever reason, then a-workers enquiry can o: 
this to be the case. We shouldn't be fooled by the - 
called ‘independent’ commissions of the capitalists; all their rudb:s 
about how they've checked it out and it won't cause any damage at ail 
the environment. Its obvious that they're going to say that. 

A workers enquiry, a commission of consumers. scientists, anc 
workers, would be controlled by us not the state or corporations, wire 
make a profit out of any building ventures, and would have the wider 
interests of the area as their priority. No more roads should be built uns: 
a workers enquiry has shown its necessity outweighs the environmerra 
damage. 

The same should apply to so called ‘out of town planning’ like massive 
‘lakeside’ shopping centres. They bring with them new roads. nev. 
carparks and crap jobs. Nothing more and probably less. |f they reail. 
are necessary as a way of distributing goods to the suburban and our >' 
town shoppers, then, again, a workers enquiry can decide. 

We should be against them in principle; against cars. motorways. ou 
of town shopping centres etc. But we should be for the independence ~ 
the working class — to support it in making its own decision, and supeer 
the authority of those democratic, working bodies. 

Until we adopt the principle of this proposal, our position on road 
and cars will continue to look as if it’s avoided taking a cl: 
revolutionary position. 
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Northern France 
24-27 July 1998 


THIS IS GOING TC 
BE AWESOME! 


REVOLUTION youth groups in Austria, France and Britain are working together to hold 
an international camp near Paris in July. 

Four days of planning action. discussing politics, sharing experiences, sport and partying 
for young revolutionaries across Europe. Meet communist youth from across Europe, from 
Sweden to Spain. 

The millionaires are planning their European union ... now we get to plan ours! 
[Special warning from European Council of Ministers and Interpol: 

Under no circumstances will the REVOLUTION European Youth Camp be allowed to 
take place . Forget about it. [t will be crap anyway. Foreigners are boring. Stay at home.] 
Further details coming soon. 

Book early: ring REVOLUTION on 0171 357 0388. 











COMING SOON | 


REVOLUTION 


what we stand for | 


conference of REVOLUTION - 
the communist youth 
movement 


This booklet sets out our programme 
on a wide range of vital issues - it’s 
essential reading for activists 


Policies of the first national 
e rights for young workers 
e free education 

e police off our backs 

* an end to racism 

¢e hands off Ireland 

¢ liberation for women 

¢ end third world poverty 

° socialism not stalinism 

° fight global warming 

ea free communist world 
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a mere 50p! 


Copies available from 
REVOLUTION 
BCM 7750, London WCIN 3XX 
Ring 0171 357 0388 


Trotsky 


- an introduction — 










the life and struggles ofa 
revolutionary. 


This new pamphiet by Richard 
Brenner gives a lively account of 
the life and ideas of one of the 
greatest revolutionaries of our 
century. 


Just £1 from REVOLUTION ~— 





JOIN REVOLUTION! 


[] yes i want to join the struggle for tresacm 
[ Jno thanks i like being exploited by ric bast 


eh gal alain sels Rtaripr abe Soda taig bussacae 
Os ala Seatac IR PO ny cas roy Ys 12 bet cn a OR 
Leh DIONG SM imin.. BE es eae 
Send to REVO, BCM 7750, Londo n WC! 

or ring 0171-357 0388 





